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calculated that it would be necessary to provide out
of ordinary revenue 1,500,OOOZ. a year for the pur-
poses of famine relief. It is supposed that if this
sum is devoted to the reduction of debt in years
when there are no famines, the debt might be reduced
by an amount equivalent to the addition which has
to be made to it in famine years, and thus the relief
of famine over a series of years would involve no
augmentation of the debt of India. But at the

o

time when it was determined to devote this
1,500,000?. a year to the creation of a famine fund,
the ordinary revenue was barely sufficient to meet
the ordinary expenditure. As there was no surplus
out of which the money could be provided, and as
no material reduction in expenditure was attempted,
it became absolutely necessary to obtain the larger
portion of the money that was required by additional
taxation. Of the 1,500,000?., the sum which had
to'be provided by new taxation was 1,100,000?.
It must, in justice to the Government of India, be
assumed that before deciding as to the particular
way in which this 1,100,000?. should be obtained,
the entire fiscal system of India was most carefully
reviewed, with the object of ascertaining what new
tax could be imposed, or what existing tax could be
increased with the least hardship to the people. It
was ultimately decided that about two-thirds of the